Fiﬁally,

A Home
of Their

I the spring of 1941 and after 23 vears of marriage, Lois and

Bill Wilson moved to a bome of their own and lived there for
the rest of their lives. Originally, they called i “Bil-Lo’s Break”

because obtaining the bouse was, for them, a stroke of preai
SJortune, The story of bow this bappened is told beve through
the waords of Bill and Lois and the two friends who made it all
possible. Froom the Steffing Stones archives:

Jan. 11, 1941
Mother dear:

Lois joins me in thanking vou so much for your remem-
brances of us at Christmas time, We both hope vou are feel-
ing much better. Tt seems hard o have vou at such a distance
when yvour health is not good and vour heart distressed. |1
soon hope we shall have a place which vou will always feel
tor b hoame

Lois and T have just been looking ar a house in Bedford
Hills. a lile nonh and somewhat inland from Dobbs Ferry,
It is rather a large house perched on a hill with a magnificent
view extending for miles. A lurge place, it has a living room
35 by 30 feer with a huge fireplace at one end. On the
ground Moor there is a kitchen, maid's room, and two size-
able bedrooms, Upstairs - a very large room unfinished and
one exceptionally large bedroom, This house was a dream
of Mrs. Griffith, an anist and well known actress. Her hus-
band died of alcoholism so she feels quite pantial o Lois and
me. Surprisingly enough neither the upkeep of the place nor
the taxes are large at all. She spent about 25,000 on it
before getting tired of the project. [ think it can be bought
for five or six thousand dollars and hope the Alcoholic
Foundation will undenake to make the purchase on a small
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monthly payment plan over a period of years so that my
carnings. if and when they materialize, can go into improve-
ments, For us the place seems quite practical although the
neighbors up there look upon it as “Mrs. Griffith's folly™.

OF course we are by no means sure yet that this is the
place or that we can manage its purchase and maintenance,
but everything does point that way. I'm sure yvou would love
it oo Mother dear.

Please tell us more of what vou are thinking and doing,
and know that we both love you very much looking forward
to the day when you shall come east again.

Affectionately,

Bill

March 24, 1941

Dear Bill,
I recall your saying something (o me at the last meeting
about being approximately 80% sure of the house and thar
vou wanted 1o get in either the first of April or the first of

June. 1T may, of course, be wrong on this due 1o the noise

and general confusion existing at the time of our conversa-
tion. However, Mrs. Griffith has o give the Willards sixty
cavs notice from the first of the month and, therefore, 1 think
1 had better advise you on this so that yvou would not be dis-
appointed in any plans.

In order o get in on June 19 Helen would have 1o send
registered notice 1o the Willards 1o be received Iy them prior
to April 154

You will, I know, appreciate thart this is no pressure on our
part,

Hastily,

Joan [Real estie agent and friend of Mrs, Griffith]

March 25, 1941
Dear Joan:

Yes — we'll take the house, provided we are agreed, as |
think we are, upon the terms.

You may have to correct my ignorance of real estate mat-
ters, bt this is approximately what Lois and T think the
arrangement o be:

Purchase price 30,500.00 1o be ligquidaed over approxi-
mately 14 years as per the schedule vou forwarded to me, of
which T have copy. Wilsons o pay taxes and insurance,
including the pro mta proportion for this vear. Pavments on
account to be at the rate of $40.00 per month during the first
vear of occupancy. No interest payment for the first year, but
interest (o be paid according 1o the schedule therealier,

Lois would like 1o ke title in her

¥

conttiviied on page 3
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Conservation Experts Assess Steppmg Stones

Last vear the Institute of Museum and Library Services and
Heritage Preservation awarded a Conservation Assessment
Program Grant to Stepping Stones, The federal grant provided
funds for professional conservation specialists to identify the con-
servation needs of Stepping Stones” historic buildings and the
items within them,

The grant enabled us o hire two sets of conservators who
examined 55 over several days. C.R. Jones, who is associated with
the New York Historical Association in Cooperstown, NY, assessed
the interior collection.

Stephen Tilly Architect, a Dobbs Ferry, NY group with expertise
in architectural conservation examined the buildings and, like Mr.
Jones, subsequently submitted a lengthy and detailed report rec-
ommending actions 1o preserve Stepping Stones for future gener-
ations. Stepping Stones is reviewing these reports and will address
the needs and costs associated with upgrades and repairs.

Upon seeing the house for the first time, Mr. Jones remarked
that it was guite unique and a place that reflects “a moment in
time.” He noted that there are few historic houses that have the
integrity of Stepping Stones with only minor changes made since
the principals lived in it.

Wi realize that Stepping Stones is a treasure and will do what-
ever is possible to keep it beautiful and authentic.

Steplben Tilly (left) with Margaret Gaertner and Stuart fobnson,
the architectural accessment team. My Tilly concluded that
although there are frrofects needed, the 55 budldings are strie-
turally in good condition and sound.

Archives Update

We are pleased to have Lynn Hoke overseeing and completing
the archives collection project at Stepping Stones. Lynn has been
with us since last Seprember and divides her time between 55 and
the Mew York Historical Society where she is Executive Assistamt
ta the President.

A native of Oklahoma, Lynn lives in New York City with her hus-
band. She received a BA from Southern Methodist University, a
Master's Degree from Harvard University and has completed post-
graduate work at other
universities as well. Her
impressive  background
includes being archivist at
Grace Episcopal Church
in New York and at Bayvlor

College  of Medicine
Archives/Oral  History
Project  and  archives

intern training at the
History Office, Lyndon B,
Johnson  Space  Center,
Houston.

Lynn has been enthusi-
astic about organizing the
letters, photographs and
other memorabilia  be-
longing to Lois and Bill, a
huge undertaking. She has
been concentrating also on creating a2 database 1o assist
researchers and those seeking specific information.

Lynn welcomes inquiries. You can write to her at PO, Box 452,
Bedford Hills, New York 10507 or email Archivist1941@aol.com
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Sign up for the Online Newsletter!!!

We have a new website, so if you are one of the more than
19,000 who visited our site or if you haven't done so yet,
please visit us at www.steppingstones.org It contains new
photos, stories and has been expanded to inform you on
news items of interest regarding alcoholism and its effects on
families and society.

Also, we encourage everyone with Internet access to sign
up for our Online NMewsletter. It will contain the same infor-
mation as the print version and will be formatted in a way
that you can download it with text only or with photos that
vou will be able to receive in color!

We are very grateful to all of you who sign on, Our mailing
list currently is 5,000 and the list continues to grow. Printing
and postage costs are also growing. In addition, hundreds of
newsletters are returned to us cach mailing, mostly because
people move and the newsletters are not forwarded, Online
you will be able 1o receive the newsletter no matter where
you are.This will also be welcome news to our many friends
OVErseds.

Please help us continue to produce the newsletter by sub-
scribing online. Just send an email to: Stepsfoundation®
aol.com with “newsletter” in the subject slot and send us
your name and address so we can remove yvou from the print
mailing list. Please cmail us directly and not through our
wehsite,

We thank you for signing up for the Online Newsletter.
Please do this today! Thank vou!



Home of There Own cont from page 1

own name — Lois B Wilson. T presume the thought is that
Mrs. Griffith will take a mongage for the unpaid balance @t
time of closing subject o reduction by payments on account
as per schedule, Lois also understands that there is a good
and perpetual easement over the road leading from the
house to the main highway through the linde setlement and
that there is no upkeep on their roadway save for the pan
which lies on Mrs. Gritfith's propeny.

As soon as vou can conveniently tell us we would like 10
know whether the present tenants will occupy the premises
up until June 13! personally and if not, how soon they will
wanl o take away any of their effects. In case they are going
w leave their belongings at the house for an appreciable
time, would they mind if Lois and I went up weekends,

beginning soon, and commenced o paint in anticipation of

our own occupancy taking good care, of course, not 1o
injure their furnishings.

If they are not going to come to Bedford Hills personally
except o move we would be glad 1o commence payments
as of May 19 especially if we could get in during April to
rint.

We think Mrs, Griffith ought to know a litde about our
finances and our immediate ability 1o ake care of the pay-
ments. I'm glad to say that Lois now has enough money in
sight to carry the whole business through until January 151,
1942 without wuching any of the present sources of our
income — found money so o speak. Though she s
absolutely sure of these funds, we cannot tell precisely when
they will come 1o hand so that if we could make the two
S4000 for May and June, 1 think we could clear up the
whaole vear in advance some time in July, Lois and [ wouoald
feel more comforable in making a substantial down pay-
ment in July, T am sure that if we did something fairly sub-
stantial at the beginning of our relationship that Mres, Griffith
would like it too, Of course circumstances may make it nec-
essary for us to go upon monthly payments according to the

schedule, but it is our intention to keep as well ahead of

schedule as possible.

We have promised the coming weckend o the Jerscy
group but following that we'd like to go to Bedford Hills
with Mrs. Griffith and vourself o clear up any remaining
dletails,

Everv so warmly Lois and | want to thank Mrs. Griffith for
the grand opporunity she is affording us and for the very
favorable rerms she has given us. We shall go 1o any lengths
o keep faith with her in this ransaction for we so deeply
appreciate the spirit in which she entered it,

Hoping this letter will find us in substantial agreement and
eagerly looking forward 1o seeing you both, we are

Affectionately yvours,

Bill

March 26, 1941
Dear Bill:

Mrs. Griffith and 1 have read vour letter of March 25th very
carefully and it covered substantially Mrs, Griffith's proposi-
tion. The only difference came in my understanding that you
wanted o pay the first year, $480.00 in advance, However,
Mrs, Griffith is willing o go along on the schedule outlined
on page two of vour letter.

Would you please send me back those rather “ranty” fig-
ures | ‘xl.lh|‘n|tll';d vou because they  continned on page 4

Lois kept diaries much of ber life. In addition to fuller
accounts of buying the bouse in ber daily accounts, she

" wrote this separate sequence of the events. Her daily entries

differ from statements made in ber book, “Lois Remembers,”
where she writes that they first saw the bouse in March, (Bill
also makes this error in bis later remembrances.) Despile
these discrepancies, Lois' later recollections of this period m
Hvely, bumorous and moving, as is ber entire book.

House Stor{
Bedford Hills 1941

Helen Griffith and Joan C. told us it was just the house for
us in the fall of 1940

14 Came to see the house first while spending the week-
end with Ruth and Burt Smith

1-5 The Smiths brought us again

3-10 Bill talked with Joan on phone and found Helen Griffith
wants $6,500 for the house but only $40 a month amortization
with only 4% interest & no interest the first year

312 Don V. drove Chrys, Ironsides [Bill's nickname for
Chrys" mother whom he actually liked] Bill and me to see the
house

3-20 Bill gave Ed [illegible] $30 on the $60 price of his Stutz
touring car which Bill thinks will be splendid for Bedford Hills

3-25 Letter from Joan saying Helen would like 2 months
notice for her tenants to move. Bill wrote back definitely say-
ing we'd take the house on May first

3-30 Signed the contract for the house

4-1 [illegible] Baxter drove us past house on way to see Ed
in Wingdale

43 Joan & Helen stopped for me in their car & took me to
house where they sorted out Helen's things & 1 took measure-
ments

4-5 Bill & 1 drove over in our car from Sally H

44 Drove to Ramsey and brought back to house a bunch
of our stuff

4-10 Don V. lent us $400 for house & Bill paid Eagle
[Warehouse] for storage and moving $132

4-11 Bill & I drove up & cooked supper & spent the first
night

4-12 Got water and gas running

4-13 The Willards who had rented the house for six sum-
mers came over & took away a load of their things. Barb & Cy
& Kitty & Hobe [Lois’ sisters and brothers-in-law] came over to
see it

4-14 Kitty came to help me get ready for wip & Dot to sece
house. Helen & Joan & a friend were here packing books &
Mrs, Willard & 3 men packing china

4-15 Movers moved out all Mrs. Willard's stuff

4-16 Our movers arrived with our stuff & we placed it as
well as we could in a hurry. Bill gave each of the men $5 tip &
§7.50 overtime to the warchouse

4-17 Tried to put kitchen & bedroom in some order then
Bill & I left [on a South American cruise]

4-20-6-2 Bill put things to order as much as possible while
I was away on the cruise but he was sick a large part of the time

62 Bill & I drove home in the Baxter's car

Page 5
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Home of There Own cont from page 3

will help me and if T had o figures thar out all over again 1
would pass out with exhaustion before [ staned. We will
make copies o be inserted in the Contract of Sale. Also,
please supply us with Lois’ middle name. In other words,
the rest of the “B7

We are enclosing herewith a copy of the letter that has
gone by registered mail w the Willards and will advise vou
immediately of their plans so that you can get in as soon as
passible.

I have had one of the busiest months in my entire busi-
ness carcer, or so it seemed to me, and as Mrs, Griffith both
helped me and has been at all times subject 1o the existing
pressure we are both a little “poohed” our. However, as
soon as the roads dry up we are going to begin 1o ke an
inventory and clear the Bedford Hills house, bur this, oo,
has to wait upon the agreement with the Willards because a
lot of the things are theirs, You may depend, however, that
we will do our very best to have the place available for Lois
as soon as possible,

This morning 1 am going to talk with my lawyer about
contracts, following which T will write yvou further,

You are correct about the perpetual easement over the
road to the house from the main highway, [Cherry Street]. In
almest all circumstances it would be necessary for vou o
have a Search which, of course, would be your financial
responsibility, but under the present ownership and partic-
ularly in view of the small amount of cash vou will have
involved 1 can assure you that this is totally unnecessary.
However, | will send the deed to vou by registered mail with
return receipt requested so that vou may see for yourselves,
or show to an attorney, the legal aspect of the situation. It
will be necessary for us to have the deed again before we
can convey fitle o vou,

We hope 1o see vou Saturday night or Sunday, but here
we must acdd fervently “God willing™ because it seems noth-
ing short of God or a steam shovel would enable us to pro-
pel ourselves.

With the best 1o vou both and our sincere hope that the

Page 4

acquisition of this house will mark the beginning of a new
and completely peacetul and satisfactory era for vou,
Cordially,

Joan

March 26, 1941
Dear Mr. Willard:

I am both very sorry and also very pleased o have wowll
vou that | have sold the Bedford Hills property to Mr. and
Mrs. William Wilson of New York City. | do not happen o
have with me the letter we exchanged two vears ago in
regard to leasing of the Bedford Hills house and so T am a
little vague in regard o the tme allowance 1 was o give vou
in case of disposal and 1 will, therefore, have 1o rely on vour
memory in the matter as [ cannot get up to New Hampshire
for some weeks.

The notice of this sale was sent me last night. [ received
it over the telephone as I was about o depant on my own
Birthday party and I am notfying vou as promptly as 1 can.

[ regret very much any inconvenience or difficulty of any
sor that this may cause vou and Mrs, Willard, T wish the
matter could have been arrived at months ago when it
would have made no difference.

I would like to know when vou can move your things as
I, also, must get up there and move mine. 1 fear the weath-
er is not geing 1o be much assistance w any of us. M and
Mrs. Wilson are, of course, anxious to take possession at the
earliest possible moment.

I am wondering if it will occur 1o you that vou might get
one of the Rains houses for the coming season,

You and Mrs. Willard have been wonderful tenants and it
has been the greaest pleasure 0 me o have you in the
house these past vears and to know you both,

May I hear from vou within the next day or two?

With my most cordial regards o both vou and Mrs,
Willard, I am

Sincerely yours,

Helen 1O, Griffith
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The Smith Family Visits

Dr. Bob &
Anne’s son, vis-
ited Stepping

Stones and is - .
shown here -~
with Eileen —
Giuliani, SSF
Executive
Director. Bob was present when his
father and Bill met for the first time in Akron, Ohio,

Last year, Bob S., .}

Dr. Bob and Anne, his wife, visited Bill
and Lois at Stepping Stones during the
1940s several times and were the among
the Wilsons' favorite friends to entertain.
The photo at left features a gathering at
Stepping Stones with Dr. Bob (top left)
with Anne beside him. Bill and Lois are
the couple on the right. Others in the
photo include Bert T. AKA, “Bert the
Tailor” and Ruth Hock,AA’s first secretary.

In January 1951, Sue Smith Windows

(center), the adopted daughter of Bob and Anne, visited
Lois and Bill. Sue passed away in February at age 83.
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ting US We welcome visitors throughout the year. Please call to arrange a

tour 914-232-4822 or email us at Stepsfoundation@aol.com

The following letter with some grammatical ervors

reflects not only Bills” “rush™ in writing it but moreover

stgoests that even at this stage in bis life Bill may still be
tryving lo impwess bis mother, who was an osteopathic
physician. with news of the recognition of AA by a pres-
tigions medical society and in a feature aoticle in the
countrys maost popular weekly magazine of the time.
Jack Alexander's 1941 Saturday Evening Post article on

the fledgling AA fellowship was a watershed event for

AA and resulted in bringing bope and recovery to suf-
Sering alcobolics and their families,

March 26, 1941
Drear Mother:
Just a linde nowe o et vou know how glad we were 1o get
vour cheerful card.

As vou might expect inquiries have been pouring in
here at tremendous rates as a result of the Post anticle ris-
ing sometimes to 100 0 day,

Just called on D, Foster Kennedy who assures me that
he will speak Favorable (sic) upon a paper covering A A
activities 1o be presented o the New York Academy of
Medicine next Fall, OF course this will ke our whaole
project out of the possibiliny of medical controversy or
attack.

Now for the great news — we have just mken the
house at Bedford Hills T wld vou about. The woman who
owned the place has a hushand who died of alcoholism
and have made very easy terms with us — S40.00 a
month plus taxes and insurance for the lirst vear, the 540
o apply against the purchase price. Will not be able o
move in for another month or so, but will send vou pic-
tures as soon as possible, 'm sure continued on pge G

Page 5



Home of There Own cont. from page 5

vou'll be delighted and the master bedroom and beauti-
ful (sic) is always yours Mother dear.
The rush is great so must get back to the renches —
Affectionately yours,
Bill.

Excerpted from letter writien to AA co-fornder, Dr. Bob,
April 23, 1941
Dheaar Do

I don't like this siff aboum vour not being well. The
reports of it are too persistent. People tell me you are really
sont of played out and badly in need of a real rest — and not
just one of those extended weekends either. So besides giv-
ing you the news and some other food for thought [ want
to make this letter the most urgent possible invitation for
vou and Annie to come down here right away, with the idea
of staying at least one month, T won't listen to anything less,

At first blush this program may not make sense o you —
not until [ have wold you about our
new house at Bedford Hills, a
small village in beawtiful rolling
country about 40 miles nonth of
New York in Westchester County,

This place is going to be a god-
send for Lois and me and for you
and Annic too if vou will only
have it so. To begin with it is a real
retreat well away from all this A A,
business, Our house stands on a
hill in the woods well back from
the main road. The plot of ground
is about two acres with no uncom-
fortably near neighbors, We can’t
get over the peace and quiet of the
place. It is a rather large house the
fearure of which is a living room 30 by 25 with a 9-foot fire-
place at one end and a balcony overlooking the room at the
other end. From anyplace in this living room vou may look
out over the treetops on a swell view of rolling wooded
country, The side of the living room toward the view is
made of glass French doors which open on o the porch
affording a wonderful breeze through the place in the
warmest weather, The other side of the house has for its
yvard a pretry little grove surrounded by a stone wall inter-
spersed with flowerbeds. Sl another side of the house
looks down on a rock garden covering most of the steep
slope of the hill up o that side of the house,

Besides the large living room the ground floor has a
kitchen, 3 bedrooms and two complete baths, Upstairs there
is o very large master bedroom with a swell view and next
tor it another very large room with a large fireplace in it. On
this upper Aoor there is a shower bath and suitable plumbs-
ing.

Lois and 1 see now why we kept all of the contents of 152
Clinton 5t for we have just moved the whole works to this
Bedford Hills house [Both Pass It On and Lods Remembers
quoie Lois saying that the Goodwill and the Salvation Army
got “carloads” of furnitere] and before she left things were
well straightened out. There is gas and electricity and three
springs with a reservoir and pressure pump which supply
fine water. Another thing which appeals o me is that the
woods come almost up o the house so there is no lawn

b R

Bill and
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planting in the garden, 1942,

problem. In shon, it is one of the choicest spots | have ever
seen, and I've gone into all this description in order 1o lure
you and Annie out here right away to live in it awhile. There
is every convenicnce, evervthing is set 1o go, the stores will
deliver vou anything vou want. Neither of vou need move
off the front porch. You can have all the company yvou
please, or none at all. T cant picture a spot where vou will
recuperate better.

In line with what Ruth wrote vou, Lois ook off for South
America on a cruise with Horace Chrystal's maother
[ronsides). She left last Sunday and will be pone siv weeks
or two months, Thank God that gal is being taken care of w
last. She is quite overwhelmed with all of these blessings
and nothing would please her so much as to have you folks
move into that house of hers, beginning now, and enjoy it
tor the full,

I'm sure this set up sounds fantastic. T guess that abow
describes it An amist lady, a person of large means whose
husband died of alcoholism some vears ago, and whose best
friend has been revived by our Jersey group, has let us have
this place on unbelievably casy terms. | suppose she spent
$25,000 on it originally and we
have bought it for 56,500, We
are payving her 540,00 por
month, plus taxes and insur-
ance which amount 1o only
S100. per year, and our month-
ly payments apply on the pur-
chase price. We do not even
have o pay any interest this
vear. Next vear interest will
start on the unpaid balance,
Since we have been paving
the warehouse $20.00 a month
storage, we are not behind the
eight ball a grear deal more
than we were before we wok
the place.

Now will you two please please forger all about Akron,
the AA. ete. and get down here just as soon as you can.
This health problem is absolutely paramount and vou both
know it. [Dr. Bob died in 1950.]

Meither have you any business o be financially worried.
You will remember that when Hank and T wrned our inter-
est in the book [Alcholics Anonymous pub. 1939] over to the
Foundation. the rovalties from it pust and present were
assigned o vou and Annic. Because of other debits of the
book these have not been paid and so have accumulated o
over 1500, Now | have heard you swear you aren't going
to take any of these rovalties, but Bobbie you simply will
have to, not only because yvou need the money, but in order
to legally assure the validity of Hank's gift of stock to the
Foundation.

As tomy own finances T have repeatedly tried to improve
them, As vou know the Chinese deal ar $5000 per year fell
through with a bang, Then came along another one with
one of our AAs who is real estate representative for the Sun
Life Insurance Co. of Canada. The Sun Life wished o place
loans on industrial properties in the US T was o make the
investigations and split the fees with my friend Vanneman, |
made two investigations which, had the proposals been
accepted, would have been worth about S1000. And there
wias plenty more business in sight so that 1 fully expected 1o
make four or five thousand a yvear from that source working
only panm time. Moreover the Sun Life was very pleased with



Hazelden Agrees To Royalty Payments

Hazelden Inc., a major pub-
lisher of recovery-related
books, has signed an agree-
ment with Stepping Stones
Foundation giving 55F the
royalties on Bili W My First
40 Years. Hazelden pub-
lished the book without the
knowledge and/or consent
of Stepping Stones which is
the legal owner of the
material.
In the first printing, the
book's unsigned preface
says that Lois Wilson gave
the document to an un-
named Hazelden repre-
sentative in 1987 and that
the material belongs in
public domain. Under the
copyright law, personal

documents, even those without a copyright notice,
belong to the creator of those documents and another
entity cannot publish them. Hazelden has paid
Stepping Stones the royalties on past purchases as well
as agreeing to royalty payments on future sales. It will
also correct the error in the preface by noting that the
material is owned and copyrighted by the Stepping
Stones Foundation,

In the 1950s, Bill started dictating remembrances of
his life 1o serve future biographers and historians.

The story begins "This is September the first, in the
year of our Lord 1954. Ed Bierstadt and [ are over at the
Hotel Bedford, where we propose to begin the dicta-
tion of the story of myself and the story of AA from true
recollection only.” What follows is a fascinating sketch
of the beginnings of a remarkable life and the events
that led to the founding of one of the greatest social
boons to humankind.

Bill W My First 40 Years can be purchased from
Hazelden on its website www.hazelden.org or at book-
stores. The ISBN number is 1-56838-373-8.

my work so 1 thought surely the financial picture was all
buttoned up and felt pretty confident to go through with the
house deal. Now, all of a sudden, the Sun Life informs us
they cannot make any such loans down here because near-
Iv their whole staff of industrial loan experis has been
inducted into the Canadian army. Apparently God does not
want me to make a living by honest work! At least not now.

Some of the bovs in Washington, influential at the White
House and the Surgeon General's office, are going to try to
dig some son of a yearly fee for me out of the government
for advice on alcohol problems on much the same basis they
would employ a lawyer or an architect. If this scheme works
it might give me a madest supplementary income without
tving me down to a desk. Anvhow we'll see!

Best love and come to New York damn quick.

Bill

The followcing is Bill's acconnt many years after prrchasing
the Bedford Hills bouse.,

During this vear something very good happened 1o Lois
and me. A Mrs, Helen Griffith, whese alcoholic friend, Joan
C., we had been able to help, appeared at our clubhouse
meeting at 24th Swreet, She began w alk of a house in
Westchester — acres of ground, o building 60x30 feet, She
said we couldn't live forever in the club, we'd be suffocated
in the crush. We'd need a place like that, Lois and 1 paid
scant attention to her at first,

The idea of Westchester real estate seemed out of the
question. Besides our furniture was in storage, and a 5400
storage bill had accumulated against it Tt was frequently
threatened with foreclosure, S0, how could we move, much
less buy? But, Mrs. Griffith persisted. Stll, we did not listen.

One day we visited a new AA member in Chappagua,
Wilber 5. and his wife, Ruth. We remembered the Bedford
Hills House Mrs. Griffith had described. It was carly Spring
of 1941 [actually was January], a linle snow sill on the

ground. Lois and T drove over with [them| 1o see the house.
It had only been rented summers. Tt had been built for a
fricnd of Mrs. Griffith, who hadn’ liked it Mes, Griffith weas
wealthy, and the building or fixing up old houses was a fad.

This was one of a half a dosen she owned.

We broke in at the back window and looked around. 1
thought to myself, this is it T got wildly enthusiastic, Lois did-
n't see how we could swing it 1 insisted that we must, some-
how,

At the very next meeting Mrs. Griffith approached Lois und
me. She said she had been inguiring about our finances, She
understood we were paying 520 a4 month storage on the fur-
niture, She told us that we might have the Bedford Hill place
for 340 a month. If we moved our furniture into the house,
we would save 520 a month, so we'd only have w oget up
another $20 1o do the trick. 5o, we moved in the Spring of
1941, into the house that so many now know as Sepping
Stones.

It was a great year, 1941,

Lois hosting
the Al-Anon
delegates at
their annual
Stepping
Stones visit
April 1964.
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YOU ARE INVITED TO ATTEND!

THE ANNUAL STEPPING STONES PICNIC
SATURDAY, JUNE 1, 2002

GROUNDS OPEN AT 12 NOON
THE HOUSE WILL BE OPEN FOR TOURING

THE INTERNATIONAL SPEAKER OPEN MEETING STARTS AT 2PM
GROUNDS CLOSE AT 5PM.

BRING YOUR OWN FOOD
WE SUPPLY THE SOFT DRINKS

DIRECTIONS: I-684 TO EXIT 6; TURN WEST ONTO RT. 35. PROCEED 1-1/2 MILES TO CHERRY STREET; TURN LEFT. FRO-
CEED TO WOODFIELD ROAD - TURN RIGHT ONTO OAK ROAD - VOLUNTEERS WILL DIRECT YOU

CARS AND VANS ONLY PLEASE OBSERVE PARKING INSTRUCTIONS NO BUSES!

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION — METRO NORTH TO BEDFORD HILLS STATION & TAXI TO STEPPING STONES -
WALKING IS DIFFICULT UP A HILL MOST OF IT WITHOUT SIDEWALKS ABOUT 1.5 MILES/20 MINUTE WALK

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL AHEAD — (914) 232-4822
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